
Sexsmith Recreation, Parks and Culture 
Facility Community Engagement 

Final: December 15, 2021



December 15, 2021

Melody Sample
Sexsmith Wellness Coordinator
Town of Sexsmith
9927 – 100 Street Box 420
Sexsmith, AB, T0H 3C0

Dear Ms. Sample,

free to contact me at 780-266-7888.

Sincerely,
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Introduction

the Town of Sexsmith.

Summary of Engagement Activities

Figure 1. Summary of Engagement Touchpoints

Community Input Opportunities

Community 
Input 

Opportunities

Resident
Survey

Stakeholder
Survey

Public/
Stakeholder 
Group Input 

Sessions

Youth Input 
Session

Council 
Input 

Workshop

Interviews

Municipal 
Staff Input

Engagement Activity Total Engagement
145 responses
17 responses
14 participants
26 participants
9 participants
1 participant

Total 212 touchpoints
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Facility Priorities

next. Please see Section 3 for expanded descriptions of each facility priority and to 

22. Martial Arts Space

Key Themes and Observations

Reliance on Third Party Providers –

Accessibility – 

Recreational and Competitive Programs –

Multipurpose Space – 

Improving Marketing and Promotions –
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Enhancing Recreational Opportunities for Youth and Seniors – 

Enhancing Maintenance – 

and the arena.

Regional Facilities –

Next Steps

steps are recommended.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Conclusion
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OVERVIEW1



Introduction

the Town of Sexsmith.

decisions.

Process

Overview of Engagement Activities

1. Surveys Administered:

2. Meetings Conducted:

Dates: Sept. 21, Oct. 6, Dec. 2, 2021

Date: Oct. 26, 2021

Dates: Oct. 27 and Oct. 28, 2021

Date: Oct. 29, 2021

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3 PHASE 4

Project Startup Community 
Engagement
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3. Recreation Stakeholder Groups Consulted (through stakeholder survey, 
input sessions, and interviews):

Local Stakeholder Groups:
1.
2. Sexsmith Minor Soccer Association
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8. Sexsmith Wellness Coalition
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.A Wilder Calm
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Local Businesses:

22.Sexsmith Physiotherapy
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COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

RESULTS
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Summary of Engagement Activities 

1.

2.

Community Input Opportunities

Community 
Input 

Opportunities

Resident
Survey

Stakeholder
Survey

Public/
Stakeholder 
Group Input 

Sessions

Youth Input 
Session

Council 
Input 

Workshop

Interviews

Municipal 
Staff Input

Resident Survey

Figure 1. Summary of Engagement Touchpoints

Engagement Activity Total Engagement
145 responses
17 responses
14 participants
26 participants
9 participants
1 participant

Total 212 touchpoints
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Indoor Recreation Facilities
1.

Question: Please rate your level of satisfaction with indoor recreation facilities in 
your community.

Question: Please indicate which indoor recreation facilities, if any, you currently 
use in the Town of Sexsmith. Please select all that apply.

•

•
•
•
•

35%

33%

21%

7%

1%

3%
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Question: Pre-COVID, how often did you travel outside the Town of Sexsmith to 
access indoor recreation facilities?

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

*Multiple responses were accepted for these questions, which is why the totals add up to 
more than 100%.

Question: What, if any, new indoor recreation facilities are most needed to meet 
the needs of residents in your community? Please select up to three options.

Senior centre

Once a month

Once a year
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Outdoor Recreation Facilities

1.

Question: Please rate your level of satisfaction with outdoor recreation facilities 
in your community.

Question: Please indicate which outdoor recreation facilities, if any, you currently 
use in the Town of Sexsmith. Please select all that apply.

•
•
•
•
•
•

45%

37%

11%

2%

1%

4%

Baseball Diamonds

Horseshoe Pits
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Question: Pre-COVID, how often did you travel outside the Town of Sexsmith to 
access outdoor recreation facilities?

• Trails
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

*Multiple responses were accepted for these questions, which is why the totals add up to 
more than 100%.

Question: What, if any, new outdoor recreation facilities are most needed to meet 
the needs of residents in your community? Please select up to three options.

Ball diamonds

Once a month

Once a year
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Level of Satisfaction, Barriers, and Support for Recreation
1.

Question: Please rate your level of agreement with the following statement: 
Recreation opportunities in my community are important to my quality of life.

43%

11%

46%

89%
Agreed

following age categories in your community?

A majority of respondents agreed that recreation opportunities in their 
community are important to their quality of life. 

and seniors.

Children

Seniors
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Question: What, if anything, prevents you from participating in recreation activities 
more often? Please select all that apply.

• More trails
• An indoor pool
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

facility needs.

Question: How much of an increase in property taxes would you support to better 
meet recreation facility needs in your community?

The top barriers to participating in recreation activities more often were 
programs not offered, lack of facilities, program schedule/time, and cost.

Cost

Poor facilities

No barriers None

70%
Support
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Question: How much of an increase in user fees would you support to better meet 
recreation facility needs in your community?

*Multiple responses were accepted for these questions, which is why the totals add up to 
more than 100%.

Stakeholder Group Survey

completed.

Findings from the Stakeholder Group Survey 
1.

“During the winter months, we do not have a suitable indoor play 
space for children.”

“There is not enough indoor space. We need gymnasium space during 
weekdays, evenings, and weekends to host programs for all ages.”

“There is not a space large enough to house the Christmas Market, 
so it is run in two different buildings.”

“Ice times are limited at the arena. We have to reach out to other 
facilities to get enough ice time to run our programs.”

with other groups, like football.”

“Lack of space at the library means we cannot offer more programs.”

“There are logistical and scheduling issues that arise from sharing 
the Civic Centre with so many user groups and events.”

None

58%
Support
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“We need a multipurpose facility that has indoor courts, gym 
equipment, walking space, and multipurpose rooms.”

“A gymnasium and indoor walking track would be good.”

“A space large enough to house the Christmas Market would be 
absolutely grand.”

need more space to grow our programs.”

“Increased space at the library for programs, storage, and 
meetings.”

“A sports facility with space for a dedicated gymnasium. Having to 
move our equipment in and out of storage wears it out faster and 

taxes the volunteers.”

pit, and benches.”

“A second ice surface.”

Question: Would your organization be willing to pay increased user fees in order 
to utilize enhanced facilities?

and none anticipate a decline.

Question: What are your average annual participant base growth projections over 
the next 5 years?

No increase

No increase

2 0
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Question: Considering the impacts of COVID-19, how do you feel your organization 
is currently doing?

Question: Over the next 12 months, how do you feel about the future outlook of 
your organization?

Other

Other

2 1
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Public/Stakeholder Group Input Sessions

Facility Limitations

Indoor Facility Limitations

•
space.

•

•

•
•
•

•

Outdoor Facility Limitations

•
•

the wind.
•

•

Facility Priorities

1.
2.
3.

Council Input Workshop

Facility Needs

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
• Trails
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 2
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Youth Input Session

12 and two teachers from the Sexsmith Secondary School participated in the session.

Facility Limitations

Indoor Facility Limitations

•
•

•
•

•

Outdoor Facility Limitations

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Facility Priorities

1.
2.
3.

Key Themes and Observations

Reliance on Third Party Providers – 

Accessibility – 

Recreational and Competitive Programs –
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Multipurpose Space –

Improving Marketing and Promotions –

Enhancing Recreational Opportunities for Youth and Seniors – 

Enhancing Maintenance –

and the arena.

Regional Facilities –

24

S E XS M I T H  R E C R E AT I O N ,  PA R KS  A N D  C U LT U R E  FAC I L I T Y  C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T F I N A L :  D E C E M B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 2 1



FACILITY 
PRIORITIES3
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4. Library Expansion

more room to expand the collection of 

5. Indoor Pool

2. Fitness Centre

operation and reasonably priced was 

3. Indoor Running/Walking Track
Top Facility Priorities

1. Multiuse Indoor Court and Program Space 
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10. Outdoor Pool/Swimming Area

11. Permanent Space for Gymnastics

6. Outdoor Trails and Walking Paths

7. Arena Enhancements

enhancements to the ice arena. These 

for those with mobility impairments, 

facility.

8. Outdoor Court Space

9. Sledding Hill
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12. Outdoor Rink Improvements

13. Expanded Skate Park

14. Dog Park

15. Pump Track/BMX Park

16. Indoor Playground

17. Youth Centre
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18. Outdoor Festival/Event Space

19. Outdoor Rectangular Field

20. Enhanced Playgrounds

21. Indoor Ice Surface

22. Martial Arts Space

23. Arts and Culture Space

24. Climbing Wall

25. Nature Parks

26.  Beach Volleyball Courts

27. Shade at the Spray Park
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Evaluation Matrix

EVALUATION INDICATORS

Resident Survey Stakeholder Survey Public/Stakeholder 
Input Sessions

Council 
Engagement Youth Engagement Total Score

4 3 3 3 3 16

6 1 2 3 2 14

6 2 1 3 1 13

4 2 3 2 2 13

6 0 2 0 3 11

6 1 2 1 1 11

4 2 3 0 2 11

2 2 2 2 2 10

6 0 0 2 1 9

6 0 0 2 1 9

4 2 2 0 0 8

4 0 0 2 2 8

4 0 1 0 2 7

6 0 0 0 0 6

2 0 0 2 2 6

4 1 0 0 0 5

4 0 0 1 0 5

2 0 1 2 0 5

0 2 2 0 1 5

4 0 0 0 0 4

2 2 0 0 0 4

22. Martial Arts Space 2 0 1 0 1 4

2 0 1 0 0 3

2 0 0 0 1 3

2 0 0 0 0 2

2 0 0 0 0 2

0 0 1 1 0 2

Scoring 
Chart *The Resident Survey was weighted x2.
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Methodology Notes:
1.

2.

facility priority.

Evaluation Indicators

Indicator Description
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Next Steps

steps are recommended.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Conclusion 


